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U. S. S. WASHINUTON 


by 
@ Thomas Hornsby 


This small brig, the sixth national vessel to bear the name WASHINGTON, was 
built in Baltimore 1837 for the Revenue Service. During the winter months of 1837, 
1838, and 1839 she cruised her station from New York southward past the Virginia 
Capes, ad during the summers of these years was loaned to the Coast and Geodetic Sur- 
vey. Originally built with a schooner rig, she was rerigged as a brig 1838, and in 
April 1840 was formally transferred to the Survey, 


In August 1839, while engaged in surveying the entrance to Long Island Sound off 
Montauk Point, the WASHINGTON, then under the command of Lieutenant Gedney, had an 
unusual experience. A low, black schooner was sighted, and due to apparent trouble 
aboard her, a boat's crew was sent to investigate. The vessel proved to be the 
AMISTAD, in control of the slaves who had mutinied under the leadership of Cinque, 
sometimes referred to as the "Noble Mutineer", When the boarding officer found only 
Negroes armed with cane knives on deck, he climbed into the rigging and with drawn 
pistol ordered them below. The captured slave ship was conveyed into New London and 
there turned over to the United States Marshall, 


The WASHINGTON continued in hydrographic work off the coast of New York and New 
England, and 184), under the command of Lieutenant Charles Davis was engaged surveying 
the New Jersey Coast. . 


During the summer of 186 the first orderly and scientific investigation of the 
Gulf Stream was undertaken by Capt. Ge Me. Bache, brother of Supt. Bache, head of the 
Coast Survey. After a successful cruise in the Gulf Stream, work was discontinued in 
September in order to avoid the destructive hurricane season. The return trip was 
however not started soon enough, nearing Hampton Roads the vessel encountered fresh- 
ening gusts which quickly grew to storm proportions, Caught in howling winds and 
mountainous seas, the brig was unable to make port. The hurricane increased rapidly 
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in fury and the brig would have been lost, but for the seamanship of officers and crew, 
The jibboom was carried away and both boats filled with water and were torn from the 
davits. The main mast was cut away and the heavily listing vessel slowly righted her- 
self but before this could be accomplished entirely, the fore topmast splintered and 
went overboard taking the fore yard with it and remained hanging at the side of the 
ship. In this predicament and at the height of the storm, the brig shipped a tremend- 
ous sea, which carried everything and everybody before it, amidships and aft. Captain 
Bache was then on the quarterdeck with the men at the wheel, he and ten of the crew 
were swept overboard and lost. 


The hull remained tight however, and she stayed afloat, although everything both 
above and below decks was badly damaged, After floundering for more than a week in 
this condition, the ship was taken in tow by U. S. S. CONSTITUTION, then homeward @ 


bound from Rio de Janeiro. She was towed to the Delaware Capes, where the lines were 
‘cast off and the brig proceeded under jury rig up the river and arrived at the Phila=- 
.delphia Navy Yard, sixteen days after encountering the hurricane. 


Here the WASHINGTON was given into the care of John Lenthall, naval constructor 
at the yard, who drew plans for a new boat complement and directed the repairs to 
spars and rigging. In April 1647, she sailed for the Gulf of Mexico where she was 
attached to the Gulf Squadron under the command of Commodore Me Ce Perrye In this 
capacity, service was rendered in blockading Laguna, the visit of the United States 
Commission to Yucatan, and the expedition which developed against Tabasco. Two months 
later she was detached from this service and ordered to Mobile Bay, where work was 
resumed in surveying the coast. 


In 1849, the vessel under the command of Lieutenant Richard Wainwright conducted 
surveys in Albermarle Sound along the coast of North Carolina. The following year 
she was engaged in hydrographic work in Chesapeake Bay under the command of Lieuten=- 
ant B. F. Sands. She continued in the service of the Coast Survey until returned to 
the Revenue Marine in 1852. 


Upon the outbreak of the Civil War she was seized 1 September 1860 by the State 
of Louisiana. She was armed with one 2 pdr. carronade and placed in the service of 
the Confederate Navy. Little is known of her war service in this capacity, except 
that in April 1862 she was scuttled by the Confederates in the Mississippi River 
before New Orleans to prevent her capture by the United States Fleet after their 
passage of Forts Jackson and St. Philipe 
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THE PLANKED - UP HULL 
From the Shop of John J. Flynn 


Does graving plank on a hull do anything for a model? At the best, the gravings 
are too far apart, too deep and parallel and if the graving tool slips as it is apt 
to when crossing the grain in the wood, considerable damage is done, 


How about planking the hull? Valuable experience can be obtained on planking and 
what modeler does not toy with the idea of building a planked and ribbed model. Bass- 
wood is good material for that sort of work, It is easy to spring and except on sharp 
bends does not need steaming, and it holds fastenings well. 


Start planking at the top or main deck level with a plank that will run full 
length of the hull. This plank must be put on just right because that is your sheer 
line. With a flexible rule or compass, step off the distance from the deck line to 
the side of the keel, This will give you an idea of the number of planks required 
and at intervals of about where every fourth frame would be. Get these distances. 
This will show you how much taper the planks will need and where. There are other 
methods of finding the dimensions, but this method is simples 


Of course, the widths of planks vary through their lengths and have to be worked 
so that a ship which has a little rake to the stem has different shaped planks in the 
bow than has a ship that has a stem with more rake. 


When the plank meets the stem, bevel this end to conform to the rake of the stem 
and snipe off the inside edge so the plank will lay firm with the steme (See sketch). 
The first plank put on was of uniform width, from now on the planking should be taper= 
ed where the taper should be. The bow ends of the planking will be treated as noted 
above, while the bow remains full, but as the bow fines out, discontinue sniping the 
inside edge of the plank and fine it down from the outside. This fining down is best 
left until the planking is completed to insure a smooth uniform finishe The plank 
ends, where they meet the stern post will also be bevelled or shaped in this manner, 
On convex and concave surfaces, chamfer the plank edges slightly to get a snug fit. 

It is well to use at least two, if not more planks on a strake, as one long length is 
too difficult to fit at the ends. Put the end planks on first and fill in between 
them. When fitting plank for length, start with a plank longer than the opening. 
Fasten enough to hold in place, the free end lapping over at the end, then carefully 


mark your cut, spring up plank, insert a small picce of scrap under the cut and saw 
off, 


On each succeeding course of planks, be sure to break the butts up so the butts 
will not be directly over each other. Work the planking from top down mostly, You 
will work up from the garboards and arrange your closing area so it will be under 
the bilge, in case any of the final planking is queer it will not be so noticeable. 
Use small nails and glue == one to reinforce the other and glue is necessary espe=- 
cially on the ends as sometimes there is not much plank left to hold a nail. Should 
you want to finish your work with varnish be sure your nails have been kept in or= 
derly rows up and down and the horizontal spacing kept constant about where frames 
would come. Use a file to smooth off any exposed nail heads and dress the plank 
down = sand paper is no good when used over nail heads. If the plank seams are not 
prominent enough, lightly run over them with the wheel of a glass cutter, 


Should your model have a flaring bow some careful fitting of the plank will be 
in order between the main and forecastle deck levels, If possible, do not draw the 
ends of your filling in plank to a feather edge -- fit them with at least a semblance 
of a square end fitted into an adjoining plank like a nibbed end of a deck plank. 


When a plank has to be bent sharply and is liable to break, steam or soak it in 
water. Lay it on a flat hard surface and roll a round piece of metal over the area 


THE PLANKED-UP HULL 


FROM THE SHOP oF -JoHN J. FLYNN 


Bevel ends to conform to 
angle of Stern Post 


Beveled to fit Ste 


After marks have been taken from hull and 
transcribed to plank itwill take this shape 


more or less. Note that the center portion 
and the end remain full width of plank. 


Plank Beveled to lay 


Plank Beveled to lay aqainet 
eqainst Stern Post. Stem . 


Ae Bow fines out, discontinue ; If Stem fines out, discontinue 
sniping inside edge of Plank and 


sniping from inside edge and fine 
fine it down from the outside. down from outside. 


Round Stern — View of plank butts 
below knuckle and above Stern Post. 


Bevel Garboard to fair 


Garboards inner corner aqainet keel. 


beveled to lay fair against keel. 


Width of adjoining Plank 


Where Garkoard meets Stem,— 


-Length varies to meet 
outside is Fined as shown. 


conditions. These pieces necessary to fill 
in Stern section. 


Sketches by Scott 
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OPEN QUARTER DECK RAIL 
By John J. Fiynn 


Lower part of Rail part of Rail = 


Pattern Layout- Lower parts 
\ Rail shown with pin holes. 


Cut curved pieces from / 
Straight stock 


-005 Brass Shim 
Nail 


edges for finish 


Hawse Pipes 


~ Nipsine 
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Hole for hanging 
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to be bent rolling pin fashion. This loosens up the wood fibers and is a great aid 
to bending. Different ships and types present different problems, 2 


In planking the bulwarks make this planking narrower than the hull planking. 
Should a composite ship be your model, there will be no timber heads to fasten the 
planking to. These bulwarks can be put on and edge nailed, mark where your nails 
are so you will not hit them with your drill when you cover upe You can have a good 
stiff bulwark when building them this way. 


This is not meant to be the last word in planking, but an aid to modelers who 
desire to make a planked jobe 


Open quarter deck rail. As this rail is to be of two thicknesses, work the 
strips down to 1/32" and 1/8" or slightly less wide and as long as your deck. Addi- 
tional pieces 1/32" thick and up to 1/4" or 5/16" wide will be necessary for the 
curves of the stern. Do not try to make the curved stern pieces all of one piece. 
Get as much straight grain as you cane Locate your holes for pins in the rails and 
from the holes in the rails locate the holes in the quarter decke Where the butts 
of the curved sections mect, preferably between stanchions, and where the curved sec= 
tions meet the straight section, place underneath the rail and on top of the stan=- 
chions pieces of .005 shim brass, the width and shape of the piece it lays under. 
Bore holes in the brass and pin the rails with the stanchion to the deck. The pur- 
pose of the shim brass is to serve as a support under the butts and hold the two 
sections in line. With a very fine cut file smooth off the nail heads flush. Then 
apply the top half over the butts of the lower section. The top half will be glued 
one Round off the edges slightly with fine sand paper and finishe Makes a good 
substantial rail with no pin heads showing. 


Gudgeons and Pintles. Saw them out of brass with a jeweler's saw, from the 
proper size stock. insert the pins in the top and bottom ones only. Solder the 
pins in their hole or thread theme Putting pins in the balance of the gudgeons and 
lining them up is a tough job and the top and bottom are sufficient to hang the 
rudder, Fasten all these fittings to the rudder first, when the rudder is hung, -- 
then locate the ones on the hull and fasten them in their place. Do not forget to 
put the lock over the second gudgeon from the top -=- that is what keeps the rudder 
from floating when the craft is deeply loaded, 


Hollowing a Hull. Hollowing a hull is a good practice as it prevents possible 
warpage if the wood is not thoroughly seasoned. Saw out the heart of the lifts, 
leaving 5/8" to 3/l" and possibly more in the end sections, where the lifts narrow 
down. Use small dowels or screws to hold lifts, if screws are used == locate with 
pencil mark so you will not dull your tool when later thinning the hull down, A 
hull must be cut down to about 1/l' thickness of shell to obtain bouyancy if you in= 
tend to ballast and float the model. Bird gravel makes good balast as it is clean 
and pours easily down the hatches and can be shaken around to distribute for trimming 
the hull when in water. 


Making the hull hollow affords all the fun and work of putting in the deck beams, 
hatch openings, carlings, stanchions, mast partners, etc. As previously described, 
make allowances so you can lay the deck in two thicknesses. White spruce, white 
holly, bass wood, and ginko make good deck planks. Do not try for a geometrical 
pattern with your nails, it may be according to Lloyd's rules but on a model it 
causes spots before the eyes. Of course, the deck plank ends will be nibbed. @ 


Gluing Laminated Hulls. A laminated model gains depth due to the glued 
joints. No? Just carefully measure the thickness of your boards before they go into 
the hull and after the glue has set. The tightness of the clamps do not mean a thing 
and if the clamps are too tight, they will even hog a solid laminated hull. And care 
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must be taken when using iron clamps, that they are centered or they will pull the 
lifts out of line, in spite of birch dowels. 


Haws Pipes. Rings cut diagonally from brass or copper tubing of appropriate 
size and rounded off with a file. 


Very likely other modelers have hit on some of these ways of doing things, but 
I assure you that I did not learn them out of a book. 


DIVING INTO NAUTICAL RESEARCH 
John R. Stevens 


I have a proposal which might interest some of our fellow members of the Guild. 
I am anxious to survey the wrecks of the British ships at Kingston, but this is too 
much of a job alone. Would any member be interested in coming up during the summer 
and sharing in the cost of renting diving equipment, so that a proper job could be 
made of recovering covering material from the wrecks, and studying the evidence of 
the remains? 


If something could be organized slong these lines, it might be possible to get 
some support from the Province, and I think such an experience would be of benefit 
to all. Also the Canadian Government is very glad to see Americans interested in 
what we possess of such a nature, and might be encouraged thereby to do something 
about raising and rebuilding one of the ships. 


At the beginning of the War, plans were underway to make a fullsize replica of 
the 112 gunship ST. LAWRENCE -- in fact contracts were being let for the commencement 
of the work. The wrk on Fort Henry alone amounted to $3,000,000 and $500,000 was 
spent two years ago to put it into shape for the re-opening. So, we can see that 
the money could be found if there was enough interest -- and Fort Henry is a paying 
proposition, 


The Original Drawings and Detail Sketches of the MARY CELESTE 
By A. G. Law 


The following is written by Mr. Law and is part of the description of his efforts 
at research to reproduce the lines of this famous mystery ship: "I was fascinated 
by the stories I read of the abandonment of the MARY CELESTE and when in 1939 I 
finally decided to build the model, I began a research for all possible sources for 
plans and information. Much to my surprise, all the published books and articles from 


1872 to 1939 gave no authentic details that would show the physical appearance of 
the vessel, 


"I was fortunate enough to meet up with Dr. Oliver W. Cobb, who was a cousin of 
the ill fated MARY CELESTE's Captain, Benjamin S. Briggs. Dr. Cobb was kind enough 
to lend me his valuable records, reports and documents, including his own penciled 
notes and sketches. From these I was enabled to reconstruct a set of drawings, de- 
tail sketches and authenticated information with which to build a model of the vessel. 


"The proceedings and trial for salvage took place at Gibralter, Dec. 1872 before 
the Queen's Vice=Admiralty Court. Oral testimony was given by the crew and certain 
documents, ship's logs, and official reports, were offered in evidence. among these 
court records, the affidavit by John Ausntin, surveyor of the Port of Gibralter, gives 
a most detailed account, with accurate measurements, in part, of the MARY CELESTE as 
she appeared at that time. The sketches and plans have been made up from and after an 
exhaustive study of all available documentary and oral testimony presented at the 1872 
trial. I suggest to those who care to delve into the history of this famous ship, 
that they obtain the unabridged edition of MARY CELESTE, the Odyssey of an Abandoned 
Ship" by Charles Edy Fay, published by the Peabody Museum, Salem Mass." (Contepe 37) 
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THE BOSTON, MASS., PILOT SCHOONERS OF FIFTY YEARS AGO 
by Robert Applebee 


Any one of the American marine authors could write a book on the "Boston Pilot r 
Schooners" and well they could but this short article is not to be their history but 

an item to acquaint other members of the Nautical Research Guild how they assisted 
with what I have set down in my loose leaf manuscripts. Before going further I might 
say that the members of the Nautical Research Guild, Whittier, Calif., to Newport 
News, Va.e, Maine to Florida, were only too pleased to send in their notations, with- 
out which and the help of Captain Clarence A. Martin, dean of the Boston pilots, the 
accumulation of the data on each vessel would have been a much harder job. Two mem 
bers of the Nautical Research Guild, Harry D. Hamilton, of Whittier, Calif., and John 
Le Lochhead, of Newport News, Va., spent their younger days in a Massachusetts coastal 
town from which they could watch, not only the Boston Pilot schooners, but, much of 
the Boston harbor water traffic and their help was outstanding, A bit of correspond- 
ence with Captain Martin was very helpful and when one realizes that the Captain and 
his forebears have been associated with pilotage in Boston Bay and harbor for over 
100 years it is then felt that the authenticity of his references to these vessels 
cannot be questioned. 


This item was not to be considered to be a history of all the Boston Pilot 
schooners but a concise report on the eight vessels that were in service when Captain 
Martin was a young pilot at the close of the last century. Captain Martin, in his 
letters, wrote: "America, Noe ly was built in Gloucester, Columbia Noe 2, was built 
by my father, Liberty, No. 3, happened to be the vessel on which I was made a pilot, 
Varuna No. 4 & No. 6, was a very famous craft and the only vessel to work off shore 
during the 1898 blizzard without losing a single soul, Hesper Noe 5, was one of the 
older boats, Adams No. 4 & Noe 5, was built at Essex, Mass., Friend, Noe 7, finished 
her days as a yacht and Sylph, No. 8, was designed by D. J. Lawler", From these items 
a start was made and it was learned that many outside owners had shares in the pilot 
schooners in the olden days but that for the major part since 1900 they have been 
owned entirely by the Boston Pilots! Relief Assn. Space does not permit all detail 
of these staunch little schooners but the facts of each are: 


AMERICA, No. 1, 97 tons, built Gloucester, Masse, 1897, by Ce lie Reid, was still 
owned by the Pilots Association in 1916 and was sold alien, Portuguese Flag, April 
15, 1922, at Lisbon, Portugal. 


COLULBIA, No. 2, 88 tons, built Boston, Mass., 189), by Ambrose Martin, was lost 
off Scituate, iass., November 28, 1898, with all hands, in the same storm that sank 
the steamer PORTLAND. 


LIBERTY, No. 3, 118 tons, the largest of the fleet, built Gloucester, iiass.,1896 
by John Bishop, was owned by the Pilots Association nearly 30 years. She then be= 
came a yacht, later an oil screw, and was lost January 11, 1943, in southern waters. 


VARUNA, No.  & Now 64, 90 tons, built Chelsea, Masse, 1890 by Ae Le Howard, 
one of the most sturdy, was owned by the Pilots Association until 1913 and was sold 
foreign, British Flag, July 8, 1913, hailing from Kingston, Jamaica, as late at 1920. 


HESPER, No, 5., 98 tons, built Chelsea, Mass., 188), by A. Le Howard, was one 
of the older schooners, was listed as a schooner=yacht in 1917, as a gas screw in 
1918, and was lost off the Delaware Capes April 13, 1819. 


ADAMS, No. 4 & Now 5, 77 tons, built Essex, Mass., 1889 by Moses Adams, was @ 
owned by the Pilots Association in 1910 and was sold foreign, Portuguese flag, on 
June 191k. 


FRIEND, No. 7, 49 tons, built Boston, Mass.,1888 by Arthur D. Story, the smallest 
of the fleet, was sold, renamed and documented as a yacht in 1697, and was sold alien 
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Haitian Flag, November 8, 1907, at Port au Prince, Haiti, 


SYLPH, No. 8, 60 tons, built at No. Weymouth, Mass,,1878, by Ae Le Keen, was said 
YY to be the most sturdy and speediest schooner of the fleet, she was designed by De J. 
Lawler, was sold foreign, British Flag, October 12, 1907. 


Photos of the eight schooners were contributed by Harry De Hamilton, R. E. Hilde= 
brand, the Peabody Museum and the Smithsonian Institution. The individual history of 
each vessel is voluminous and to each person, each institution, goes a hearty thanks 
for preserving a part of it for these schooners as well as the pilots themselves had 
very outstanding careers. 


"I am Compiling a List of American Square Riggers——"' 
by Frank W, Thober 


At present I am compiling an index of American Square Riggers. When complete, 
this will contain every square rigged ocean vessel built in this country or at any 
time under the U, S. flag since 1870, in addition to all such vessels built in this 
country before 1870 and still afloat at the date. I class as square riggers any 
vessel having one or more fully square rigged masts -=- thus ships, barks, brigs, bar= 
kentines, half brigs, hermorphrodite brigs. Schooners are not included, topsail 
schooners are not, Up to now I have included only vessels of 500 tons and over, but 
later may add those of a smaller size. 


As a starter, I am extracting for each vessel all data contained in the various 
shipping lists and registers. The next step will be to list references to each vessel 
in books, magazines and other published media, As a final step, I should like to 
cover log books, manuscripts and other unpublished materials, plans, photographs, 

eo models, and other relics in the possession of museums, libraries and possibly private 
owners. Thus for each vessel I shall have a file containing data on her rig, dimen- 

sions, tonnage, construction, owners, captains, ports of registry, major casualties 

and final fate, plus a list of references to her in published form or available to the 
public. 


This is obviously a big undertaking, as the index will include around 2000 ships, 
even without the under 500 ton groupe I am at present about 75% finished with the 
first stage, have done a little on the second and nothing on the third, As a by= 
product, I am also compiling a bibliography on American square riggers. 


One reason why I am joining the Guild is that I hope it will provide contacts 
with people who can help me with this project. I am fortunate in being located where 
I have access to a large amount of data, but there are bound to be gaps which I will 
have to try to fill out with the help of others, 


For some time I have been considering the possibility of getting some one to 
4 collaborate with me, but so far have not come across any likely prospects. It would 
have to be some one with a real love for the old ships and the capacity for a lot of 
hard and often dull work. The accomplishment of the job will have to be its ow re- 
ward, as there is no possibility of any financial profit. 


I am glad to hear that there are a number of Guild members in this part of the 
country, perhaps I will find the person I am looking for among them, I feel sure that 
an organization like the Guild can be most successful if there is the fullest possible 

@ exchange of information among the members, I wish to add that I should be pleased 
to make any of the material I have available to any one interested in it, or to fur- 
nish information or answer questions, to the limit of my resources. 

(MARY CELESTE, cont. from ps 35.) Note: retail price $3.00 through your dealer in 

ship model supplies. For further information write direst to A. Ge Law, 181 Pleasant 

Ave, Englewood, Ne J.« The announcement of these plans is a service to our members 
and not an advertisement. 
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A Possible Answer to Que #69 for Charles F. H. Menges a Re F. Sewall 
(From Bautical Routine", printed in 189.) 


In the foregoing, diagram "a'' represents the stern of a full-built ship, and 
the dotted line the course of the water. We perceive here, that the rudder is 
scarcely touched by the passing fluid, and if so, only by an eddy current, which 
rather offers a negative than positive resistance, by flying off, when brought in 
contact with the rudder. Again "b't will serve to illustrate a side=view of the same 
stern, where the afterward course of the water is indicated by the dotted arrow, which. 
from the fullness of the counter is rendered nearly horizontal while the heel of the 
rudder is the only part (if any at all) which sustains the pressure. 


The converse of these effects may be illustrated by "c"' and "d" wherein we per= 
ceive that while the sharpness of the bottom abaft permits a free access of the water 
to the rudder, the course of the passing current is less horizontal than in previous 
case, and at the same time the point of resistance on the rudder, in licu of being 
at the heel, is more central, Hence, we see the necessity for having the broadest 
part near the middle, and the reason why (now-a-days) the heel is often rounded, 
particularly in vessels with a fine, clear run. 


"Fine" — Further Detail on Query No» 69, by Charles F. He Menges. I wish to 
thank members Sewall, Berger and Lobez for their interesting answers to my query No. @ 
69. It does not seem to me, however, that any of them quite fits the word as used. 

It may be that there was confusion about the original query which a little more back-=- 
ground may clarify. 


When the letter in question was written, the DENCY was pver 15 years old, as 
she was launched in the fall of 1849. So the word "fine't could have had nothing to 
do with her lines or any change made while building. She had just completed a 
passage from New Orleans and Captain Menges and her principal or managing owner 
(probably Henry Darling of Bucksport, but identified in the letter only as "The 
Deacon") were considering her sale. She was evidently being repaired and outfitted 
either for sale or for the next voyage, The word "fine" was definitely used as a noun 
and, as the bark had to be put on the blocks to fix it, it must have referred to some 
part or area of her underbody, 


Mr. M. V. Brewington has a vague recollection of the word "fine" being used to 
apply to that part of the underwater body of a vessel forward of the parallel body, 
just as "run" is used for this part of the hull aft of the parallel body, This sounds 
reasonable, but, he can't run it down and I don't recall ever seeing it so used. 

_ (Note = the original query is on page 13 Jan. Journal) 


THE COLLECTION OF BOOKS and TOOLS of the LATE RICHARD E, LAWTON 
«from Carola W. Paine 


This consisted of about 300 books, and many more pamphlets, museum publications, scra 


"I was very fortunate in being able to purchase Mr. Lawton's collection of books 2 
books and catalogues. 


Also in the collection is a marvelous tool chest which I agreed to sell for Mrs. 
Lawton. The tools are in fine shape and in most cases are of top quality. Mr. Harry 
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Eckstein of the Guild has gone over it and has estimated that the original cost was 
close to $200.00. It has an electric soldering iron, an electric drill and a very 
fine set of carving tools. No lathe is included. If you hear of anyone who would 
6 like to start modeling with a complete kit, I could send further particulars. I 
would like to get $150.00 for the chest and contents." Write Mrs. Paine direct at 


113 Ee 55 Ste, Ne. Ye (The list of ir, Lawton's books is shown elsewhere in this 
edition.) 


Note from the Librarian -—— Dr. Bernard Berenson 


If any matter of historical or chronological interest, or information pertaining 
to any ship, seaman, voyage or incident is desired, remember that the Guild member- 
Ship includes owners of many hundredsof sea books. Do not be bashful to insert a 
note in the Query Section and remember that your local library will be glad to secure 
through an inter-library loan, any possible book for your perusal if you desire to 
read or evaluate it for possible future possession. For instance, in gathering 
material for a possible future book on all the voyages of Circumnavigation, from 
Magellan's to Wilkes', and the discoveries that resulted from each oney a good biblio- 
graphy was secured for the asking from the Library of Congress and each book was ex= 
amined in turn. One, printed in New York in 1843 was secured by the local library 
on an inter-library loan from Western Reserve University in Cleveland, and this ser= 
vice proved to be of great value. 


Secondly=-the members are requested to send in short but sincere book reviews 
of new, useful or favorite nautical books. Don't be bashful, diffident or backward. 


BOOK REVIEWS 


“Artillery Through the Ages" by E. N. Rich 


Albert Mauncy, Historian Southeastern National lionuments, National Park Service, 
in History No. 3 gives a short illustrated history of cannon, emphasizing types used 
in America. It is well compiled. MIir. iiauncy has made a fine attempt to familiarize 
the public with the history of our guns. Napoleon III tried to cover the subject 
of artillery in 6 volumes. lir,. iauncy has crowded a tremendous amount of informa- 
tion into 92 pages with great success. For sale by the Superintendent of Documents, 
U. S. Government Printing Office, Washington 25, D. C. Price 35 cents. 


"Jim Connolly and the Fishermen of Gloucester" by John ii, Minuse 


This may be ordered from Colby College Press, Box 282, Waterville, Maine. The 
cost is three dollars plus cight cents postage. It is a small but valuable book for 
an enthusiast of Jim Connolly and Gloucester vessels under sail. There is the story 
of the life of lir. Connolly as well as a photograph of hime A very important part 
of the book is a list of every thing on Gloucester vessels that Connolly ever wrote 
together with the books or magazines in which it was published. Every one familiar 
with Jim's writings, reads him again and again. Those still a stranger to the friend 
of the fishermen will do well to make his acquaintance, 


Meeting of the Afterguard of San Francisco 
Nautical Research Guild 


The meeting was called to order by Skipper Lobea by the ringing of the ship's 
bell of the bark Montauk (ex German Matador) which had been procured by Harry Stoddard. 
The guest of honor was Mr. Glasgow of Gray's Harbor Washington, It was moved to 
design an attractive insignia for the Nautical Research Guild. Mr. Harry Stoddard 
moved that cach member of the San Francisco jfterguard draw a design and bring it to 
the next meeting for consideration. Seconded by Mr. Willey and motion carried. 


F 
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The name of Mr. E. White was proposed for membership. 


AQUATIC PARK NAUTICAL MUSEUM. Mr. Kortum gave a talk on the progress on this 
subject: "That a large meeting and lunch had been held on the lst of February, at- 
tended by Mayor Robinson, Mr. Paul Verdier and many leading citizens. That plans 
were made to secure exhibits from various sources and a Museum Headquarters estab= 
lished in the City Hall. That the Committee was busy getting funds for the project", 


. KAIULANI. Mr. Kortum gave a very interesting narrative of the experiences that 
he and his friend Mr. Glasgow had on a voyage on the KAIULANI in 191. 

James H. Willey, F.N.R Fe, Yeoman of the After- 
guard 


QUERIES and ANSWERS 


Query No. 7 = by Robert A. Nash. House Flags of Weld Fleet and Merritt - Chapman @ 
Scotte The house flag of the Weld flect was a black horse on a white field. To 
all appearances it is the same as the house flag of Merritt-Chapman & Scott. Does 

any one know of any connection between these two companies? 


Query No. 75 by Fred N. Williams. Which was the earliest amphibious invasion? Was 
the one of the Napoleonic era the earliest or was there one prior to that? 


Query No. 76 by Fred N, Williams, "Bob Applebee was kind enough to send me a binnacle 
lamp from one of the old Hudson River boats. I wish I could get more material like 
this and I am seeking ships bells always provided they are from a known ship. aAny- 
time any Guild member hears of such articles == let me know, 


Query Noe 77 by Dr. Robert Me Rose. Where can the famous model by Henry B. Culver ] 
of the SOVEREIGN of the SEAS be found = in what museum and where can I get her plans 
and details, (Note = we have had several requests for this information lately. 


Query No. 78 by Frank Kestor, Brig HELEN of TROY. Can any of the members give me 
any information of the brig HELEN of TROY which disappeared off Point Conception, 

California? I managed to locate her in San Francisco around that time but the re=- 
cords of the Marine Exchange were lost in the fire of 1908, so there is no informa- 
tion of her departure sometime in August, I believe, in a race with the brig THOR- 
OUGHBRED which sailed out of the Golden Gate two days behind and found her adrift 

and crewless off Conception, very much in the order of the MARY CELESTE. If any of 
the members can give me information on this craft, I'll appreciate it. 


Query No. 79 by Herbert S. Scott, Ship Model Cases, Where can I purchase “knock 


down" material for constructu.ig ship model cases, such as ready cut corners, hard- 
ware, etc.? 


Answer to Query No. 72 of Dr. Bernard Berenson -=- by Charles F. He lenges. 1 have 

no complete lists of vessels launched during 1866, 1867 and 1868, but a quick check 

of a few books shows 30 ships of 1000 to 2000 tons register built during those years. 

The building dates of some of these may be inaccurate--for instance, Matthews gives 

1866 as the building date of the ship IVANHOE, while Colcord shows her launched in 

1865. But I am sure the list is incomplete and so Lubbock's list is much more s0« 

And if all deep water square riggers were listed, including what Lubbock called the 

"small fry", the number would be probably several hundred. Colcord shows 22 barks @ 


(up to 883 toms) and 1 brigs from the Penobscot River area alone. (Note = copy of 
this list will be sent to all interested, 
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Answer to Query No, 72 of Dr. Berenson = "Down Easters" by Frank W, Thober. Accord- 
ing to a list of American square riggers I have compiled there were 191 such vessels 
of 500 tons or over, built in this country in the years 1866-68, including 96 ships, © 
91 barks and  brigantines. Of these 87 were 1000 tons or over. This list is probab-= 
ly not complete, as it was compiled from records dating from 1869 and thus does not 
include vessels lost before that date. A much better source on "Down Easters" than 
Lubbock is Matthews "American Merchant Ships", Neither of these comes even close to 
covering all the ships of the types mentioned in their titles. Of the 555 ships on 
my list which were built in the years 1860-69, Lubbock mentions 33 and Matthews 77. 
Matthews gives a fairly complete history of each vessel. Lubbock does little more 
than mention most of them; and Matthew's data are far more accurate, 


If any further information is wanted regarding American square riggers of the 
1860's or after, I should be pleased to supply whatever I can from my own material 
or that to which I have access. 


Answer to Query No. 71 of John Le Shedd = The Higgens Collection. Query No. 71 
reminds me that the Guild members might be interested in hearing that I can now supply 
prints from the Higgens collection of photographs of Bath ships. There are fine 

prints which are 10" x 12" and sell for $2.00. There are some fine views of the 
SHENANDOAH which might be of interest to querer No. 71. Carola W. Paine, 113 East 55th 
Ste, New York 22, N. Y. 


Answer to Query No. 71 of John L. Shedd by Frank W. Thober. Photographs of the 
SHENANDOAH may be obtained from one or more of the following sources. Douglas Photo 
Shop, Bath, Maine; Morton Waters Co., 127 idontgomery St., San Francisco; Peabody 
Museum, Salem, Mass; Nautical Photo Agency, Beccles, Suffolk England; Otis N. E. Card 
P. O. Box 408, Bath, Maine. The SHENANDOAH is usually considered the fourth four 
masted square rigger built in this country, follovwing the GREAT REPUBLIC, OCEAN KING, 
and FREDERICK BILLINGS; but there was another before her which might be put in that 
Class. This was the HATTIE C. BESSE, a former naval vessel converted into a four 
masted sailing ship with square sails on the fore and main masts and fore and afters 
on the mizzen and jigger, similar to the OLYMPIC. 


Answer to Query No. 67 of Tnomas Hornsby = Coat of Arms cof Australia. Daniel McNeil 
has sent a sketch of this which has been torwarded to Thomas Hornsby. His interesting 
story of how he finally traced it to the period of the CHAuPION of the SEAS and a re- 
production of his sketch will be presented later. It is enough to say that Mr. licNeil 
is modeling the CHAMPION and a description of his model will also be given later. 


INTRODUCING NEW MEMBERS 


Mr, Frank W. Thober, 575 Bloomfield Aves, Nutley, Ne. J. On Mr. Thober's application 
form to the effect that his particular interest is in commercial sailing vessels of 
the last 100 years, and marine photography and has done considerable yachting, and has 
worked in the engine room of a tanker for a short while. In another space in this 
issue there will be a more detailed account of Mr. Thoberts particular hobby, 


Mr. William J. Strong, 4074 W, Walworth St., Elkhorn, Wis. We find from Mir. Strong's 
application that he is interested in vessel types and sea cannon, and is now building 
the CUITY SARK and has built a model of the BOUNTY. He has spent 39 months in the 
U. S. Navy and 21 months at sea. iir. Strong says that he is a novice at shipmodeling, 
but finds the hobby most enjoyable and will be very happy to try to contribute some=- 
thing good for the Guild. He writes that his office is equipped with a complete mi- 
@ crofilm system. The work 1s limited to white on black with no shades of gray or black. 
He further says that if there is ever the occasion for members to have this type of 
work, he will be pleased to do it for them. Please consult lr. Strong direct. 
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Mr, Arthur Stoltman, 833 New York Ave., Brooklyn 3, New York, "My interest is in 
anything related to the sea, be it books, paintings or ship models -- particularly 
ship models, I started a model of the English SUVEREIGN of the SEAS, but I never 
finished her as I found the plans were not authentic. My next model, I would like to 
build an old time sailing vessel with ribs and planks provided I can get a good set 
of plans for building it." 


Mr. Jerry Strugar, 212 West 85th, New York 2h, N. Y. Mr. Strugar is very inter- 
ested in nautical research and shipmodeling. He has served in the U. Se Merchant 
Marine, He has to his credit the following ship models: U.S.eC.G. BEAR, English 
Revenue Cutter DILIGENCE, Schooner BLUENOSE, and Baltimore clipper SEA LARK. 


Mr. We F. Gordon Bell, Devil's Garden Road, South Norwalk, Conn. Mr. Bell's nau= 


tical interest is in schooners and commercial ships of the 19th century. He has 
served in the U. S. Navy; past commander of Norwalk Power Squadron; instructor in 
Navigation for Norwalk Power Squadron and has built models of the Yacht AMERICA, 
"Pinky" and the U. S. Revenue Cutter JUE LANL. 


Mr. Ae Ge Law, 18). Pleasant Ave., Englewood, Ne Je Mr. Law writes: "It may inter- 
est you to know that 1 am a very low form of landlubber. For exactly one hour of my 
lifetime I was aboard a square rigger while she was tied up at a dock in Brooklyn. 
She was the JOSEPH CONRAD. But the old sailing ships, to me are things of real 
beauty. Add to that sea lore, drama, mystery, combine it with a commercial artist 
who enjoys working in the third dimension, as an escape, and you have the makings of 
a shipmodeler and a new member of the Guild", Mr. Law has made the following ship 
models: ARK ROYAL, SEA WITCH, BOUNTY, CUNSTITUTION, wWARY-CELESTE, Whaler WANDERER, 
ROBERT E. LEE, HARTFORD, NIAGARA, CUTTY SARK. These models were purchased by the 
late Robert L. Hague, a collector of marine art and have been since presented by his 
estate to Mariners! Museum. In this issue you will find an announcement by Mr.- Law 
of his plans of the MARY CELESTE, 


Captain S. C. Rowan, U.S.N. (ret) 336 Woodley Road, Merion, Pa. The Captain's 
interest is as one would expect in naval vessels prior to the Civil War, Capt. Rowan 
has made some very fine models, including U.S.S, ENTERPRISE (1797), Drake's GOLDEN 
HIND, U.S.S. ERIE, (1814), U.S.S. SHARK (1824) not rigged but framed and planked. 
U.S.5. RALEIGH, planked and decked, not finished. Also the Captain has had articles 
published in "Rhode Island Mariner" on ship's guns end painting of ships. 


UW) "My Toughest Job in Shipmodeling and How I licked it", This is the 
( title of a new series for the LEITER. ‘We invite all our shipmodelers to 
take part in this. Tell what the job was and how you "licked it". Make 
it short so there will be chance for all...Fred S. Rice of Tacoma has 
made an escutcheon for the Guild. Je now have our "shingle" out, a beau-=- 
tiful replica of the stern of a schooner, black with white mouldings and 
in golf leaf, where the name of the ship would appear, are the words 
NAUTICAL RESEARCH GUILD, for all to see....There are more ships passing 
our desk than there are passing through the Golden Gate...and there 
is more salt air coming in here with a three cent stamp on it than 
\| there is at Quoddy Heades..The article written by John J. Flynn in 
\\ Chicago, illustrated in Oklahoma City by Herbert S. Scott, and 
\ published in California covered a lot of mileage and we thank 
both ir. Flynn and Mir. Scott for their effortsSeeseDues are 
coming in pretty good except for a few who have simply over= 
looked sending theme 
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1. QUALTRAUGH, Edward F., Lte UeS»N., THE BOATSAILORS MANUAL, Charles Scribners 
Sons, Ne Y. 1891. Various rigs, rudiments of cutter and sloop sailing. 
Tllustrated. $ 2.50 

2. FINCHAM, John, Esqe, A HISTORY OF NAVAL ARCHITECTURE. Whittaker and Co., London 
1851. Naval architecture with 58 illustrative plates. Contemporary.e 
calf, 17.50 

3e FALCONER, William, AN UNIVERSAL DICTIONARY OF THE iiARINE, A new edition, 
corrected, London 1789, Technical terms and phrases employed in construc- 
tion, equipment, furniture, machinery, movements and military operation 
of a ship, 12 plates, New, 4 polished calf. 35.00 

le CHAPMAN, Fe He, ARCHITECTURA NAVALIS MERCATORIA, 1768, Reprint Germany, 
Leipzig 1936-37. Naval architecture, 62 plates in 6 folders, loose 22.50 

Se THEORY AND PRACTICE OF SEAMANSHIP, together with a system of Naval Tactics 
with rules, regulations and instructions for the Naval Service, Dia- 
grams and Engravingse Compiled by Edmund M. Blunt, Published by Edmund 
M,. Blunt, New York 1824. Second Edition, 8 plates, 6 on Naval tactics. 
Scarce. 30.00 

6. ROSE, J. Holland, MAN AND THE SEA, Houghton Mifflin Coe, Boston and N. Y. 

1936. Development of ships, exploration, slave trade. Tllustrated 3-00 

7e LESLIE, Re Ce, OLD SEA WINGS WAYS AND WORDS, Chapman and Hall, London 1930. 
Reproduced from the original edition in facsimile, Introduction by 
C.R.L. Fletcher, L. G. Carr Laughton, supplementary drawings by R. 

Morton Nance. Excellent detail. 17th, 18th, 19th centuries. 4.75 

8. CATALOGUE OF THE WATERCRAFT COLLECTION in the United States National Museum. 
Compiled and edited by Carl W,. Mitman, Government Printing Office, 
Washington, D. C. 1923. Original wrappers. 5.00 

9. MURPHY, John lcLeod and JEFFERS, We Ne, SPARS AND RIGGING FROM NAUTICAL 
ROUTINE. Reprinted by the Ship Model Society of Rhode Island, Providance, 
1933 Edition limited to 200 copies. 37 plates by Joseph T. Higgins, 
all details of rigging of 1850. 12.50 

10. CHURCH, Albert Cook, AMERICAN FISHERMEN, W. We Norton Coe, New York, 190. 

First edition. Text by James B, Connally, 261 plates, 27 plans, 
As new 7250 

11, THE ELEMENTS AND PRACTICE OF RIGGING sND SEAMANSHIP, printed for David 
Steel, London 1794, in 2 volumes. Mast making, rope making, anchor making, 
sail making, block making, rigging, seamanship, naval tactics, tables 
of standing and running rigging, Vol. 1 - 65 plates, Vol, 2 = 28 plates 45.00 

12. LEVER, Darcy, THE YOUNG SEA OFFICER'S SHEET ANCHOR, or a Key to the Leading 
of Rigging and to Practical Seamanship. London 1811. 2nd ed. Fly 
leaf missing, all plates present but condition not so goode Foxed 
throughout. 22.50 

13. LEVER, Darcy, THE YOUNG SEA OFFICERS SHEET .NCHOR, or a Key to the Leading 
of Rigging and to Practical Seamanship. Reprinted by the Ship Model 
Society of Rhode Island from the first edition,London 1808, with the 
appendix from the second London Edition, Charles E. Lauriat Co. 1930 
Limited Edition, 500 copies, boxede 12.00 

14. COOKE, Edward William, COOKE, George, 1828, 0 etchings in 10 folders, 
India proofs. Parts lto 10. Scarce. (The complete set is 50 plates) 
in 12 parts, 


15~ BRADY, William N., Sailing Master, U.S.Ne, THE KEDGE ANCHUR OF YOUNG SAILORS 
ASSISTANT, De Appleton, Ne Ye 1883, 18th edition, improved and enlarged. 
Illustrated with seventy engravings. Original edition 1847 and practically 
all data of that date. 750 

16. GILL, Claude S., STEEL'*S ELEMENTS OF MASTMAKING, SAILMAKING AND RIGGING from 
the 179, edition. We and G, Foyle, London 1932. Arranged with an intro= 
duction by Claude S. Hill, 59 folding and other plates illustrating 
masts, sails, yards, rigging for every class from the full rigged ship 

to the ships boat, including the progressive method of rigging. Boxed. 20.00 


20200 
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17 MOUNTAINE, William, THE SEAil.N'S VADE - MECUM and DEFENSIVE WAR BY SEA. 
Containing proportions of rigging, masts and yards, wwight of anchors, 
'siges and weight of cables and cordage, list of the Navy, exercise of the 
small arms, bayonets, granadoes, great guns, duty of officers. 2 plates. 
Pages 181-18) missing $ 
18. MURPHY and JEFFERS, NAUTICAL ROUTINE AND STOWAGE, Henry Spear, New York 
1849, lst edition. Section on spars and rigging, evolution stowage 
- short rules in navigation. 10.00 
19. LESCALLIER, VOCABULAIRE DES TERMES DE MARINE ANGLAIS ET FRANCOIS, EN DEUX 
PARTIES, A Londres, Chezs P. Ehmsky, Libroin dans le strand, MDCCLXXIII, 
1783. 31 plates with English and French dictionary, description of 
plates in French. Old Calf, rubbed, fine inside 25.00 
20. LAUGHTON, L. G. Carr, OLD SHIP FIGUREHEADS AND STERNS, London 1925, Limited 
edition 1500 copies = #920. MSinding repaired and relettered. Perfect 
inside. 55 plates, 9 in color, line drawings in text. Illustrating 
figureheads, quarter galleries, broadside inboard workse 20.00 
21. PEAKE, James, ELEMENTARY PRINCIPLES OF THE SCIENCE AND THE PRACTICAL APPLICA~ 
TION TO NAVAL CONSTRUCTION, D,. Van Nostrand, New York 188), 5th 
edition, Plates and Illustrations. 6.00 
22. TOTTEN, Be Jey Lte Us. Se Noy NAVAL TEXT BOOK, Charles C,. Little and James 
Brovm Boston 181, first edition, Letters to the midshipmen of the U. S. 
Navy on masting, rigging and managing vessels of war. also a set of 
stationing tables, a naval gun exercise and a marine dictionary. Scarce. 
Orig. 4 calf, rebacked, fine copys 17.50 
23. PARTINGTON, C. Fe, THE SHIP BUILDERS COMPLETE GUIDE, Sherwood, Gilbert 
and Piper, London 1826, Comprehending the Theory and Practice of 
Naval Architecture with its modern improvements. Design and construc- 
tion of an 80 gun ship. Plates and illustrations. 750 
24 MOORE, J. Je, THE BRITISH MARINERS VOCABULARY OR UNIVERS..L DICTIONARY OF 
' TECHNICAL TERMS AND SEA PHRASES. London 1801, lst ede Used in the 
construction, management and military operations of a shipe Illustrated 
frontispiece, 8 plates, 120 figures. Orig. calf. rebacked. 1750 
25 ORDNANCE INSTRUCTIONS FOR THE UNITED STATES NAVY, relating to the prepara- 
tion of vessels of war for battle, to the duties of officers and others 
when at quarters and ordnance, ordnance stores and gunnery, Navy Depte, 
_ Washington, 1860, 2nd ed. 21 plates 4.00 
26. WARD, James H,, ELEMENTARY INSTRUCTION IN NAVAL ORDNANCE AND GUNNERY, D. Van 
Nostrand, N. Y. 1861. New edition, revised and enlargede 2250 
272 BRANDT, Je De GUNMEN CATECHISM «aS APPLIED TO THE SERVICE OF NAVAL ORDNANCE. 
D. Van Nostrand 1861, lst edition. Plates of various Civil War gun 
carriages. 
28, THE ART OF MAKING MASTS, Y/.RDS, GAFFS, BOOMS, BLOCKS AND OARS, as practiced 
’ in the Royal Navy, printed for David Steel, London 1797e¢ Recent 3/h red 
polished calf. 3 plates, illustrations in text. The separate volume 
of plates is not present. Fine copy, uncut. 15.00 
LUCE, S. Ba, Lt. Come UeSeNe , SEAMANSHIP COMPILED FROM VARIOUS AUTHORITIES, 
James Atkinson, printer, Newport, R. I. 1863. Illustrated with numerous 
and original selected designs for the use of the U. S. Naval Academy, 
In two parts, second edition. Condition not too good. all plates present. 
Binding stained, water stains on margins but a firm copy. 12.50 
30. NARES, George S., Lt. Re Ne, SEAMANSHIP, James Griffen, Portsea, 1862. 
2nd edition. Used on board H. M. Training Ship Britania,; excellent plates 
on all rigging. Full old polished calf, fine. 
31. MATHEWS, R. Ge, SAILING CRAFT, Eyre and Spottswook, London, no date, 
Illustrated by the author, Colored plates, numerous sketches of 
English vessels of all types. 
32 MOORE, Sir Alan, SAILING SHIPS OF WAR, 1800-1860 including the transition 
to steam, London 1926, 90 plates from the MacPherson collection, 11 in 
color. Limited edition 1500 copies #110 
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Publication of the 
NAUTICAL RESEARCH GUILD 


THE CONTROVERSY of Yuan de Fucas 
| claim lo the Discovery of the STRAIT 
bearing his 


THE STRAITS OF JUAN DE FUCA, WHICH SEPARATE THE 
STATE OF WASHINGTON FROM VANCOUVER ISLAND, GIVE 
ACCESS FROM THE PACIFIC OCEAN TO VERY IMPORTANT 
BODIES OF WATER AND CITIES IN BOTH BRITISH COLLMBIA 
AND WASHINGTON, THE COMMERCE OF THE REGION IS EX= 
TENSIVE, FOR THE AREA INCLUDES THE SEVERAL LARGE 
PORTS OF PUGET SOUND, THE GREAT PORT OF VANCOUVER, 
WHICH IS THE TERMINAL OF THE CANADIAN TRANSCONT I~ 
NENTAL RAIL SYSTEM, AND ALSO GIVES ACCESS TO THE 
INLAND WATERS OF BRITISH COLUMBIA AND SOUTHEASTERN 
ALASKA, FROM THE DAYS OF THE FUR TRADERS AND EX- 
PLORERS, DOWN THROUGH THE GROWING INFLUX OF SHIPS 
BEARING SETTLERS, THE GRAIN, LUMBER, FISH, COAL, 
AND FRUIT TRADES BROUGHT MYRIADS OF VESSELS, BOTH 
SAILING SHIPS AND STEAMERS, FLOCKING UP TO CAPE 
FLATTERY, AND —- TOGETHER WITH SHIPS WHICH WERE 
BUILT IN PUGET SOUND AND WESTERN CANADIAN SHIP— 
YARDS THEY STREAMED OUT ONCE AGAIN THROUGH THE Fl 
STRAITS OF JUAN DE FUCA, CARRYING A GOODLY ARRAY ae 
OF GENERAL MERCHANDISE AS WELL AS BULK CARGOES TO Re 
ALASKAN, PACIFIC COAST, EAST COAST, SOUTH PACIFIC, omens 
ORIENTAL, AND EUROPEAN PORTS. | 


FROM THE FOLLOWING DISCUSSION IT WILL BE APPARENT 

THAT DOUBTS HAVE BEEN CAST UPON THE CLAIM OF JUAN DE FUCA TO THE DISCOVERY OF 
THE PASSAGE THAT BEARS HIS NAME, FROM AN IMPARTIAL STUDY OF THE SUBJECT, THE 
WRITER IS FORCED TO THE BELIEF THAT THE CONJECTURES OF THOSE WHO BRAND JUAN DE 
FUCA AS A PREVARICATOR UNDULY NEGLECT THE EXISTING EVIDENCE AND ARE COLORED — 
NAY, DISCOLORED — BY THEIR PREJUDICE AND FALSE INTERPRETATIONS, 


FOR MY INTEREST IN THIS MATTER | OWE A DEBT OF GRATITUDE TO CAPTAIN P, A, McDCNALO 
OF SEATTLE, WHO HAS BEEN AN UNFAILING FRIEND IN GIVING ME INSPIRATION, DIRECTION, 
CORRECTION, AND MUCH PATIENT CONS! DERATION, 


Ot 


By Dr. Bernard Berenson 
peck ‘he | 


THE CONROVERSY OF JUAN DE FUCA'S CLAIM 
TO THE DISCOVERY OF THE STRAIT BEARING HIS NAME é 


THE HIGHLY DEBATED VOYAGE OF DISCOVERY AND EXPLORATION WHICH JUAN DE FUCA CLAIMED HE 
MADE AND THE DISCOVERY OF THE PASSAGE WHICH TO THIS DAY BEARS HIS NAME 1S WORTHY OF 
ALL THE LIGHT WHICH CAN BE SHED ON IT, THIS MANy WHO WAS BORN ON THE ISLAND oF CEe= 
PHALONIA (OFF THE WEST CoasT OF GREECE) IN ABOUT 1536, WAS CHRISTENED AposToLos VALER= 
JANOS, HOWEVER, HIS NAME WAS JUAN DE FUCA WHILE HE WAS IN THE SERVICE OF GPAIN,g AND 
HE WAS SOMETIMES REFERRED TO AS JUAN GRIEGO, MEANING JOHN THE GREEK, HE MET MICHAEL 
Lok, AN ENGLISHMAN OF WIDE EXPERIENCE, JN A MEDITERRANEAN PORT, AFTER DE FUCA HAD 
RETURNED HOME TO SPEND THE REST OF HIS DAYS, AND TOLD HIM THAT HE HAD MADE A VOYAGE 
NORTHWARD FROM Mexico IN I592 DURING WHICH HE DISCOVERED A ROOMY PASSAGE AT ABOUT 47 
NORTH LATITUDE, THE MARINERS WHO FOLLOWED IN THESE WATERS BELIEVED IMPLICITLY IN HIS 
STORY, HOWEVER THOSE WHO CAME LATER, PARTICULARLY THOSE SENT OUT BY THE BRITISH GOV 
ERNMENT, ENDEAVORED TO OISCREDIT &T IN ORDER TO MINIMIZE THE CLAIMS OF SPAIN TO THE 
REGION DURING THE NooTKA SOUND CONTROVERSY, JUAN DE FUCA TOLD THE FOLLOWING STORY TO 
Loky WHICH WAS ALSO GIVEN A PLACE IN THE WRITINGS OF SamMUEL PuRCHAS:= "InN 1592 HE 
SAILED IN A SMALL CARAVEL FROM MEXICO IN THE SERVICE OF SPAIN, ALONG THE MEXICAN ANDO 
CALIFORNIAN COASTS UNTIL HE CAME TO THE LATITUDE OF 47 NORTH, ANDO THERE FINDING THAT 
THE LAND TRENDED NORTH AND NORTHEAST WITH A BROAD INLET OF SEA BETWEEN THE LATITUDES 
OF 47 AND 48 ¢ HE ENTERED THEREINs SAILING MORE THAN TWENTY OAYS AND PASSING OIFVERS 
ISLANDS IN THAT SAILING, AND AT THE ENTRANCE TO THE SAID STRAIT, THERE IS ON THE 
NORTHWEST COAST THEREOF A GREAT HEADLAND OR ISLAND, WITH AN EXCEEDINGLY HIGH PINNACLE 
OR SPIRED ROCK LIKE A PINNACLE THEREON; THAT HE SAW SOME PEOPLE ON LAND CLAD IN SKINS, 
ANO THAT THE LAND IS VERY FRUITFUL AND RICH IN GOLD, SILVER, PEARLS AND OTHER THINGS," 
He REFERRED TO IT ALSO AS AN "INLAND SEA," THERE BEING NO PRECISE KNOWLEDGE OF THIS 
AREA AT THAT TIME, AND GREAT EAGERNESS BEING PRESENT TO FIND A "NortHwest Passace" in @ 
ORDER TO HAVE AN EASIER PASSAGE FROM EUROPE TO THE WEALTH OF THE FAR EAST THAN THE 
DREADED ANO DIFFICULT STRAITS OF MAGELLAN OR THE PORTUGUESE DOMINATED EASTERN ROUTE, 
Lok PRESENTED HIS CASE TO HaKLUYT, Loro CeciL, AND SIR WaLTER RALEIGH, Lok WAS A 
MASTER MARINER, GEOGRAPHER, AND PROMOT.R OF MARTIN FROBISHER'S THREE VOYAGES OF DIS= 
COVERY AS WELL AS OTHERS, HE WAS NO FOOL, BY ANY MEANS, HOWEVER HIS EFFORTS WERE 
FRUITLESS, FOR NOTHING WAS DONE TO VERIFY DE FucaA!sS CLAIM OR FOLLOW IT UP WITH A VoY= 
AGE OF EXPLORATION, THE STORY PERSTSTEO IN SPANISH ACCOUNTS ALSOy THOUGH OF A NON= 
OFFICIAL SORT. Likewise IN "Nava Tracts" written tn 1610 sy SIR Witttam Monson 
(1569-1643), A VERY PERSPICACIOUS OBSERVER AND WRITER, THERE 1S A DISCUSSION OF THE 
NorRTHWEST PASSAGE Awd DE Fuca!s voYAGE IS MENTIONED, SO HIS STORY MUST HAVE SEEN 
COMMON KNOWLEDGE, AND NO ONE OF THAT DISTANT DAY DOUBTED fT, 


FROM THE GENERAL ACCOUNTS OF DE Fuca!s MEETING WITH LOK, WE LEARN THE FOLLOWING — 

DE Fuca TOoLO LOK THAT HE WAS THE PILOT OF AN EXPEDITION OF THREE SMALL VESSELS SENT 
OUT BY THE VICEROY OF MEXICO TO DISCOVER THE STRAITS OF ANIAN, BUT BY REASON OF A 
MUTINY, DUE TO AN OFFENSE OF THE CAPTAIN, THE SHIPS RETURNED WITHOUT ACCOMPLISHING 
ANYTHING, HE THEN GOES ON TO TELL OF HIS CRUISE IN 1592 OURING WHICH HE CLASMED TO 
HAVE DISCOVERED A ROOMY STRAIT. THES STORY IS THE ONE CONSIDERED AS A FABRICATION, 
HOWEVER, IT IS TRUE THAT JUST SUCH AN EXPEDITION AS HE FIRST MENTIONED WAS ORGANIZED 
BY HERNANDO DE SANCTOTIS ABOUT 1590, AND IT CAME TO NAUGHT FOR THE VERY REASON MEN=— 
TIONEO, THEREFORE §T IS OBVIOUS THAT HE WAS IN MEXICO AT THE TIME ANO THERE SEEMS TO 
BE NO VALIO REASON TO DOUBT THE REST OF HIS STORY, 


FACTS AGAINST DE Fuca!s CLAIM ARE THAT THERE IS NO RECORD IN EXISTENCE OF HIS VOYAGE} 
THAT THE DESCRIPTION OF THE PASSAGE BETWEEN THE STATE OF WASHINGTON AND VANCOUVER 
ISLAND DOES NOT MEET FULLY HIS ACCOUNT OF IT; THAT THERE IS NO STRAIT =~ Just Gray's 
HARBOR == AT EXAOTLY 47 NORTH} AND THAT LATER NAVIGATORS, PARTICULARLY CooK AND VAN= 
COUVER, OOUBTED THE STORY ENTIRELY, 
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WE SHALL TAKE THESE OBJECTIONS LP AND ENDEAVOR TO SHED LIGHT ON THEM, AS FAR AS THE 
FACT OF BEING A DEGREE OR SO OFF IN HIS RECKONING 18 CONCERNED, IT WAS EXTREMELY COM= 
MON FOR THE NAVIGATORS OF THAT DISTANT DAY TO BE THAT MUCH == AND OFTEN MUCH MORE — 
IN ERROR DUE TO FAULTY INSTRUMENTS, POOR VISIBILITY, OR THE LIVELY MOTION OF THE 
LITTLE SHIPS OF THE DAY MAKING ACCURATE OBSERVATIONS DIFFICULT TO OBTAIN, 


HtS DESCRIPTION OF THE HEAD OF THE STRAIT AS AN INLAND SEA IS NOT IN THE LEAST IN= 
APPROPRIATE IN VIEW OF THE FACT THAT IT IS VERY MUCH WIDER THERE, ANO ALSO THE FACT 
THAT WHEN ONE'S SHIP IS ABOUT TEN MILES NORTH OF DUNGENESS, UNDER CERTAIN ATMOSPHERIC 
CONDITIONS THE IMPRESSION IS GAINED THAT ONE 1S IN A LIMITLESS SEA, 


FURTHERMORE "DIVERS ISLANDS" CERTAINLY DESCRIBES THE ENDLESS VARIETY OF THE NUMEROUS 
ISLANDS IN THE AMERICAN AND CANADIAN SAN JUAN ARCHIPELAGO, WHERE ONE CAN SAIL OR 
CRUISE FOR FAR MORE THAN TWENTY DAYS WITHOUT COMING UPON THE SAME ASPECT OR VIEW, AS 
ANY PuGET SOUND YACHTSMAN CAN VERIFY, 


AGAIN, THE DESCRIPTION OF THE GREAT "HEADLAND OR ISLAND" aT THE ENTRANCE AND THE EXe= 
CEEDINGLY "HIGH PINNACLE OR SPIRED ROCK LIKE A PILLAR" CAN BE NOTHING OTHER THAN 
TATOOSH ISLAND AND FUCA PILLAR, RESPECTIVELY, THE LATTER BEING SO NAMED IN THE Paci~ 
Fic Coast PILoT, PUBLISHED BY THE Coast AND GeooeTtic Survey. IN A PERSONAL COMMUNI~ 
CATION FROM CAPTAIN HUGH GILMORE, A RETIRED AND WIDELY EXPERIENCED TUGBOAT MASTER IN 
THESE WATERS, HE HAS THE FOLLOWING TO SAYs= ",.....WHEN YOU ARE BOUND NORTH AND CLOSE 


INSHORE PILLAR Rock — Fuca PILLAR == CAN APPEAR TO BE SUPERIMPOSED ON TATOOSH Io~- 
LAND," 


TO DECLARE THAT THE "LAND WAS VERY FRUITFUL AND RICH IN GOLD AND SILVER, ETC." was 

THE USUAL STORY OF THE EXPLORERS OF THAT DAY, EXAGGERATIONS AND FALSELY DESCRIPTIVE 
CLAIMS WERE COMMON TO ALL OF THESE MEN, WHO WERE WONT TO COLOR ANDO EMBELLISH THEIR 
REPORTS TO INCITE THE CUPIDITY OF THEIR RULERS, MARCO POLO WAS TYPICAL IN THIS 
MANNER, FOR MANY A TRIVIAL OCCURRENCE WAS REFERRED TO AS "mMaRVEeLOUS" AND RIVERS, 
MOUNTAINS, OR PEOPLE ARE CALLED "Great" oR "ASTONISHING" NO MATTER WHAT THE TRUTH WAS, 
COLUMBUS ALSO WAS ADDICTED TO GRANDILOQUENT DESCRIPTIONS OF THE PLACES WHICH HE HAD 
DISCOVERED, AND HE HELD OUT MUCH PROMISE OF GOLD AND OTHER PRECIOUS COMMODITIES, WHICH 
FAILED TO MATERIALIZE, EXCEPT BY VERY INOIRECT MEANS, 


THE sToRY OF DE Fuca's DISCOVERY PERSISTED, ANDO WHEN THE STRAITS OF JUAN DE FUCA WERE 
SUBSEQUENTLY == OR FIRST, ACCORDING TO ONE'S OPINION IN THIS MATTER == SIGHTED BY 
CapTAIN CHaRLEesS BarKLeyY IN JULY 1787 IT DID NOT OCCASION ANY UNOUE SURPRISE, AND WHEN 
MEARES — IN JUNE 1788 — VERIFIED BARKLEY'S WORK == WITH THE AID OF HIS CHART == HE 
DIO NOT HESITATE TO AFFIX JUAN DE FucaA!s NAME TO THIS BODY OF WATER » — "THIS STRAIT 
WHICH WE SHALL CALL BY THE NAME OF ITS ORIGINAL DISCOVERER JOHN DE FUCA," 


IF THE SPANISH ARCHIVES CONTAINED NO RECORD OF DE FucA!'s VOYAGE, IT IS QUITE POSSIBLE 
THAT IT IS STILL UNDISCOVERED, OR THAT IT MAY HAVE BEEN LOST, BURNED, OR PURPOSELY 
DESTROYED, JUST AS QUEEN ELIZABETH HAD THE ORIGINAL JOURNAL OF DRAKE'S !ROUNO THE 
WORLD VOYAGE DESTROYED, OUE TO THE FACT THAT IT CONTAINED VALUABLE INFORMATION THAT 
MIGHT FALL INTO THE HANOS OF ENGLAND!’S ENEMIES, IT IS WELL KNOWN THAT SPAIN OBSERVED 
A POLICY OF SECRECY IN CONNECTION WITH ALL VOYAGES OF EXPLORATION IN THAT DAY, ANO 
SUCH A PIECE OF KNOWLEDGE AS THE EXACT LOCATION OF THE NORTHWEST PASSAGE WOULD BE OF 
GREAT USE TO THE MARINERS OF OTHER NATIONS OF Europe, BESIDES SPAIN CONSIDERED THE 
Pacific as A "Mare Nostrum," AND WAS DOING EVERYTHING POSSIBLE TO KEEP THE SHIPS OF 
THE ENGLISH PARTICULARLY OUT OF THAT VAST BODY OF WATER, THE PRESERVATION OF THE SE= 
CRECY OF NEW GEOGRAPHICAL DISCOVERIES WAS OF THE UTMOST IMPORTANCE TO SPAIN, 


WHEN SPAIN AND ENGLAND WERE DEBATING THE PRO'S AND CON'S OF THE PRIORITY OF CLAIMS 
TO THE REGION INVOLVED IN THE NooTKA Souno Controversy oF 1790, THE VOYAGE OF DE FUCA 
WAS BROUGHT UP IN SUBSTANTIATION OF THE SPANISH CLAIMS, TOGETHER WITH THE APOCRYPHAL 
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VOYAGE OF DE FONTE, WHO WAS CLAIMED TO HAVE CRUISED as FAR AS 55° NorTH IN 1640, THE 
ENGLISH SNOUTED THESE CLAIMS IN ORDER TO MINIMIZE THE CASE OF SPAIN IN THES MATTER, 
AND THEY DID EVERYTHING POSSIBLE TO DISCREDIT THE STORY OF JUAN DE FUCA, AS NO CON= 
TEMPORARY RECORDS COULD BE PRODUCED, TAKING THEIR CUES FROM THIS, SUBSEQUENT WRITERS, é 
ACADEMICIANS, AND ARMCHAIR EXPLORERS ARE PRONE TO BRAND IT AS A FABRICATION, AT THE 

WORST MICHAEL Lok WAS MADE THE BEARER OF A SAILOR'S YARN, 


HOWEVER, SEVERAL THINGS ARE CERTAIN, THE STRAIT WAS FOUND PRACTICALLY WHERE DE FUCA 

SAID HE FOUND IT TO BE; THE GEOGRAPHICAL DETAILS DO FIT THE GENERAL DESCRIPTION THAT 

HE GAVE OF THE REGION (INCLUDING THE MATTER OF FUR=CLAD NATIVES), OMITTING THE ENM= 
BELLISHMENTS COMMON TO THE REPORTS OF ALL THE EXPLORERS OF THAT TIMEs THE MEN OF HIS 

OWN TIME BELIEVED IN HIS STORY$ AND, FINALLY, THE MEN WHO SUBSEQUENTLY REDISCOVERED 

THE PASSAGE LIKEWISE DID NOT DOUBT THE FACT THAT HE HAD PRECEDED THEM THERE, TO THEIR 
EVERLASTING CREDIT, BARKLEY, MEARES, AND GRAY NEVER CLAIMED ANY ORIGINAL DISCOVERY OF 

2 THE STRAIT, UJUST WHY A LOT OF SCRIVENERS WHO HAVE NEVER SEEN THE STRAIT SHOULD PER= ’ 
' SISTENTLY AND DELIBERATELY SEEK TO DISCREDIT JUAN DE FUCA IS A LITTLE MYSTERIOUS AND 

ONLY TO THEIR OWN DISCREDIT, AT ANY RATE THE MAPS AND CHARTS OF THE WORLD WILL CARRY 7 
JUAN DE FucA'sS NAME AS THE APPELLATION OF THIS PASSAGE UNTIL THE END OF TIME, THE 

WRITER IS HEREBY EXPRESSING A GENTLE DISBELIEF IN THE IMPRESSIONS OF MOST OF THE AUTH= 
ORITATIVE WRITERS IN CONNECTION WITH THIS MATTER, WOULD THAT FELIX RIESENBERG WERE 

STitt ALIVE TO BACK UP THE HONEST SEAMAN WITH HIS ABLE PEN, 


MORE PROOFS TO BE ADDUCED 1N FAVOR OF JUAN DE FucaA's CLAIM THAT HE MADE THE UNJUSTLY 
DOUBTED VOYAGE ARE FORTHCOMING, IF THE MAN HIMSELF COULD BE BROUGHT BACK TO LIFE, 
HE WOULD "SWEAR IT THROUGH A NINE=INCH PLANK," Vitus BERING WAS FORCED TO CONTEND 
WITH PROFESSORS WHO "Knew" tHatT ASIA WAS CONNECTED BY LAND TO NoRTH AMERICA, Howe 
EVER, HE WAS FORTUNATE ENOUGH TO MAKE A SECOND VOYAGE, WHICH FOREVER SUPPRESSED THEM 

FROM DECLARING THAT HE WAS MISTAKEN “= IN SPITE OF THE FACT THAT HE HAD BEEN ON THE 

SPOT WHILE THEY HAD NEVER BEEN WITHIN FIVE THOUSAND MILES OF THE PLACE IN QUESTION, 

YET SOME OF THESE DOUBTS PERSIST TO THIS DAY IN CONNECTION WITH THE MASTERFUL EXx= e@ 
PLORATIONS OF BERING, "Gtve A LIE 24 HOURS HEAD START AND THE TRUTH WILL NEVER CATCH 

UP WITH IT." [IT SO HAPPENED THAT PYTHEAS == ABOUT 300 B,C,—-, THE FIRST GREEK TO 

SAIL OUTSIDE THE STRAITS OF GIBRALTAR TO THE BRITISH ISLES AND ON TO THE ORKNEYS 

AND FARTHER WAS DISCREDITED BY PoLYBsIUS THE GREEK HISTORIAN, TAKING HIS CUE FROM 

POLYBItUS, STRABO RIDICULED PYTHEAS AND HIS CLAIM, HOWEVER, ALTHOUGH HIS BOOK WAS 

LOST, PYTHEAS WAS VINDICATED TWENTY=TWO HUNDRED YEARS LATER AND HIS DETRACTORS WERE 
PROPERLY EVALUATED, AGAIN, MARCO POLO WAS BRANDED BY HIS FELLOW VENETIANS AS A PRE= 
VARICATOR UNTIL THE FACT THAT HE TOLO THE TRUTH FINALLY SURMOUNTED ALL DOUBTS, THE 

FIRST PORTUGUESE TO REACH JAPAN ANO WRITE ABOUT IT WAS FERDINAND MENDES PINTO WHO-= 

DURING A PARTICULARLY ADVENTUROUS CAREER OF 2/1 YEARS IN THE EAST INDJES—VISITED 

JAPAN IN 1545, HE TOO WAS DISBELIEVED BY HIS FELLOW EUROPEANS WHEN HE WROTE HIS 
"PEREGRINATIONS"™ In I580, IN FACT THEY LAUGHINGLY CONVERTED HIS MIDDLE NAME TO 

MMENDAX" AS AN INDICATION OF HIS SUPPOSED FLAIR FOR PREVARICATION, ALTHOUGH HIS STORY 

WAS INACCURATE IN SEVERAL RESPECTS AND EXAGGERATED IN OTHERS, IT HAS BEEN DEFINITELY 
ESTABLISHED FROM OTHER CONTEMPORARY SOURCES THAT HE DIO VISIT MANY OF THE PLACES THAT 

HE CLAIMED TO HAVE SEEN. SO IT MUST SEEM THAT BECAUSE NO NOTARIZED STATEMENT FROM A 
NATIVE OF THE SAN JUAN ISLANDS EXISTS TO THE EFFECT THAT "JUAN DE FUCA WAS HERE IN 

1592" tS FORTHCOMING, CERTAIN PEOPLE DEVOID OF THE SPIRIT OF FAIR PLAY WILL ATTEMPT 

TO DISCREDIT THE OLD MAN, SINCE DE FUCA DID NOT HAVE THE PRIVILEGE OF FOLLOWING UP 

HIS VOYAGE BY ANOTHER, NOR WAS HE BACKED UP BY ANY OFFICIAL ACCOUNTS OR SEA JOURNAL, 

A DIRECT AND PERMANENT REFUTATION CANNOT BE HANDED TO HIS DETRACTORS, 


IN I58l——one VEAR AFTER DRAKE'S RETURN FROM HIS PENETRATION (THE FIRST BY A FOREIGN 
SHIP) INTO THE PACIFIC TO THE GREAT LOSS AND DISCOMFITURE OF SPAIN@=AN EXPEDITION OF 

23 sHIPS ANDO 3,500 MEN WAS SENT OUT TO FORTIFY THE STRAITS OF MAGELLANy THROUGH WHICH & 
PASSAGE DRAKE HAD GAINED ENTRY INTO THE PACIFIC, THE PASSAGE 'ROUND Care HORN NOT 

BEING KNOWN IN THAT DAY, THIS FLEET WAS ORDERED BY PHILIP || OF SPAIN, THE ARCH= 

ENEMY OF ENGLAND ANDO PROTESTANTISM, IT WOULD HAVE BEEN A GREAT MISTAKE ON HIS PART 

IF HE HAD NOT ALSO SENT OUT AN EXPEDITION TO DISCOVER, AND SUBSEQUENTLY FORTIFY, THE 


"STRAITS OF ANIAN," ACCORDINGLY, TWO VEARS AFTER THOMAS CAVENOISH—ANOTHER ENGLISH 

FREEBOOTER— RETURNED FROM HIS SUCCESSFUL CRUISE INTO THE PACIFIC, WHERE HE CAPTURED 
JUAN DE FUCA AND DETAINED HIM FOR A TIME, AN EXPEDITION WHICH WAS ORDERED CY THE SAME 
KING PHILIP LEXT Mexico FOR A VOYAGE OF EXPLORATION TO THE NORTHWARD TO DISCOVER THE 
STRAIT, THIS WAS THE EXPEDITION OF HERNANDO OE SANCTOTIS, WHICH WAS PREVIOUSLY MEN— 
TIONED, IS IT NOT SENSIGLE AND LOGICAL THAT WHEN IT FAILED IN ITS PURPOSE, ANOTHER 

EXPEOITION SHOULD BE DISPATCHED TO DISCOVER THE PASSAGE? AND SINCE JUAN DE FUCA HAD 


BEEN A PILOT IN WESTERN HEMISPHERE WATERS FOR FORTY YEARS, HE MUST HAVE GONE ALONG ON 
THE VOYAGE, 


FRRTHERMORE, BEGINNING AGOUT I592 THERE ARE SEVERAL CARTOGRAPHICAL INDICATIONS THAT 
A SPANISH DOCUMENT, POSSIBLY A MAP, WHICH RECORDED A RECENT VOYAGE ALONG THE WESTERN 
LANDGOARD OF NORTH AMERICA HAD COME INTO THE KNOWLEDGE OF THE GEOGRAPHERS OF HOLLAND, 
LIKEWISE, FROM THE SAME SOURCE, IT IS LEARNED THAT THE GOVERNMENT OF SPAIN IN THAT 
DISTANT DAY HAO MANY MAPS AND CHARTS THAT WERE SECRETLY PRESERVED, IS IT NOT JUST 
AS LIKELY THAT SEA JOURNALS AND REPORTS WERE KEPT SECRET ALSO? 


JUST WHAT ARE THE CARTOGRAPHICAL INOJCATIONS 
THAT THE KNOWLEOGE OF A VOYAGE LP THE "DACK= 
en stoe" of NoRTH AMERICA HAD TAKEN PLACE IN THE 
LAST PORTION OF THE I6TH CENTURY? IT IS WELL 
KNOWN BY LOVERS OF OLD MAPS AND STUDENTS OF 
CARTOGRAPHY THAT FOR OVER HALF A CENTURY — 
MAINLY OURING THE LAST HALF OF THE I7TH CEN= 
TURY=CALIFORNIA WAS DEPICTED AS A VERY LONG 
ISLAND, IN Bracu's atras oF 1635 Lower Cati~- 
FORNIA 18 CORRECTLY CEPICTED AS A PENINSULA, 
THEREFORE, IF IT WAS ALREADY CORRECT, HOW DIO 
THE "ISLAND" CONCEPTION COME INTO voGuUE? No 
WHERE 18 IT STATED, ANO FOR THE REASON THAT 
THE WORK OF JUAN DE FUCA HAS NOT HERETOFORE 
BEEN TAKEN INTO ACCOUNT, IN 1622 BRIGGS STATED 
THAT CALIFORNIA HAD BEEN FOUND TO GE AN I6- 
LAND ANO WAS THUS SHOWN ON A MAP THAT HAO BEEN 
BROUGHT OVER FROM HOLLAND, THEREFORE HE MUST 
HAVE SEEN SUCH A MAP, EITHER A SPANISH MAP OR 
ONE COPIED FROM IT, THE MAP THAT BRIGGS PUGH 
LIsHEO IN 1625 CONTAINED THE STATEMENT THAT 
CALIFORNIA WAS AN ISLANO AGOUT FIVE HUNDRED 
LZAGUES —25 DEGREES— IN LENGTH AND WAS 80 
DELINEATED IN A SPANISH CHART THAT WAS TAKEN 
DY THE HOLLANOERS, THIS WAS MOST LIKELY ONE 
23° 30mN MADE BY FR, ANTONIO DE LA ASCENSION, THOUGH 

- WHETHER IT WAS ONE CAPTURED BY JORIS VAN 
SPILGERGEN AcOUT OR ONE THAT WAS OTHER= 
WISE OBTAINED, HOWEVER IT IS CERTAIN THAT 
CALIFORNIA WAS FIRST REPRESENTED AS AN IMMENSE 
ISLANO IN A PUBLISHED MAP IN 1622 IN ONE 
BROUGHT OUT BY MICHAEL COLIN IN AMSTERDAM, 
TOWARDS THE ENO OF THE I7TH CENTURY MOST MAPS WERE SHOWING CALIFORNIA AS AN ISLAND, 
INCLUDING ScHENCK!s, DANCKERTS’, aNo J, Bracu's, AND IN THESE CHARTS THE SOUTHERN 
END 18 CORRECTLY SHOWN AS BEING LOCATED AT 23° NorRTH AND THE NORTHERN END AT 46° 
NORTH, WITH A BROAD STRAIT TRENOING SOUTHEASTWARD, AS DO THE STRAITS OF JUAN DE FUCA, 
IT WAS AN EASY THING FOR AN IMAGINATIVE CARTOGRAPHER WORKING IN SPAIN TO CONNECT 
THE NORTHERN STRAIT WITH THE SOUTHERN GULF (OF CALIFORNIA), FOR NO EXPLORER HAD VET 
BEEN INLANO ALONG THE CALIFORNIA COAST, A BARE POSSIGILLTY 1S SUGGESTED THAT JUAN 
DE FUCA MIGHT HAVE EVEN ENTERED PUGET SOUND DURING HIS WANOERINGS IN THIS LABYRINTH 
OF ISLANDS ANDO INDENTED COASTS, THIS MEANS THAT THE WORK OF JUAN DE Fuca in 1592 
FINALLY BECAME KNOWN TO THE MAP MAKERS OF NORTHERN EUROPE THROUGH SECRET SPANISH MAPS. 
ONLY IN THIS WAY CAN THE REASON FOR DEPICTING CALIFORNIA AS AN ESLAND SE EXPLAINED, 


z 


THE ISLAND OF CALIFORNJA 
From P, Goos! "§ 
Atcas" oF 1666, 
PRINTED IN AMSTERDAM 


| 
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AFTER THE OTHER (IMAGINARY) CARTOGRAPHIC FEATURES oF Detiste's map oF 1750 HAD OIS= 
APPEARED FROM PUGL SHED CHARTS, THAT OF THE STRAITS OF JUAN DE FUCA PERSISTED ON MOST 
MAPS AND WAS USUALLY LOCATED AT 47° NORTH OR A BIT HIGHER, IT HAO NOT BEEN PREVIOUSLY 
DEPICTED UNDER JUAN DE FucaA's NAME, NOR ATTRIGUTED TO HIS DISCOVERY, YET IT PERSIS= 
TENTLY REMAINED HENCEFORTH, WHY? SIMPLY BECAUSE IT WAS THE TRUTH] IF HIS DESCRIP= 
TION OF THE PRESENCE, TREND, WIOTH, AND ISLANDS AT THE HEAD OF THE STRAIT WERE A LIE, 
IT WAS EXTRAORDINARILY COINCIDENT WITH THE TRUTH! AND IF IT IS THE TRUTH, IT EXPLAINS 
A GREAT DEAL THAT MUST OTHERWISE REMAIN MYSTERIOUS AND INEXPLICAGLE. 


JUAN DE FUCA PLEADED FOR HIS JUST REWARD FROM THE MEXICAN VICEROY FOR TWO YEARS, AND 
SUBSEQUENTLY AT THE SPANISH COURT, WHERE HE WAS WELL RECEIVED, ALTHOUGH, AS IN THE 

CAS OF COLUMBUS, HE WAS NOT MATERIALLY BENEFITTED BY THE COURTEOUS RECEPTION THAT 

HE EXPERIENCED, IT IS VERY UNLIKELY THAT HE WOULD BE SO DARING AS TO CLAIM THE PRES= 
ENCE AND DISCOVERY OF A STRAIT THAT WAS NOT THERE, FOR HE WELL KNEW WHAT HIS FATE 
WOULD BE IF HE WERE TO BE PROVED A PREVARICATOR, HE WAS ENTIRELY WILLING TO GO ALONG 
WITH ANOTHER SPANISH EXPEDITION, AND SUBSEQUENTLY AN ENGLISH ONE, BUT FOR STATE REASONS 
THE OPPORTUNITIES WERE NOT FORTHCOMING, 


AS FOR THE DESCRIPTION OF THE REGION, ASIOE FROM THE USUAL EXAGGERATIONS, ONE MUST 
AOMIT THAT IT WAS THE DESCRIPTION OF AN OLD MANy THAT IT MUST HAVE SUFFERED A BIT IN 
TRANSLATION, ANDO THAT IT IS VERY DIFFICULT FOR ANYONE TO DESCRIBE AN IRREGULAR UN= 
CHARTED BODY OF WATER EVEN IF HE HAD BEEN THERE SEVERAL TIMES IN A SHIP, NOT MERELY 
ONCE, 


IN VANCoUvVER'S NARRATIVE, MR, DALRYMPLE IS STATED AS SAYING: "THe SPANIARDS HAVE 
RECENTLY FOUND AN ENTRANCE IN THE LATITUDE OF 47° 45! NORTH, WHICH IN 27 DAYS COURSE 
BROUGHT THEM TO THE VICINITY OF HUDSON'S Bay, THIS LATITUDE EXACTLY CORRESPONDS TO 
THE ANCIENT RELATION OF JOHN DE FucA, THE Greek PILOT, iN 1592," Likewise Rosert 
GRAY IS STATED AS BELIEVING THAT "THE INLET HE SUPPOSED TO BE THE SAME THAT DE FUCA 
HAD DISCOVERED, WHICH OPINION SEEMED TO BE UNIVERSALLY RECEIVED BY ALL THE RECENT 
visitors." In 1854 INQUIRIES AND RECORD SEARCHES WERE MADE ON THE ISLANO OF CEPHA= 
LONIA THROUGH THE EFFORTS OF A UNITEO States CoNS6uL, FOCCA WAS THE NAME OF AN OLD 
FAMILY ON THE ISLAND; A BRANCH OF THE FAMILY LIVED NEAR VALERIANO$ ANDO JUAN HIMSELF 
WAS REMEMBERED TRADITIONALLY AS A GREAT NAVIGATOR, "POPULAR TRADITIONy WHICH IS EM~ 
BEDDED IN THE MINDS OF GENERATIONS, IS SOMETIMES MORE ACCURATE THAN ANTIQUARIES, WHO 
ARE ONLY EMBEDDED IN LIBRARIES, AND SO JIT HAS PROVED IN THIS INSTANCE," MANY A SER= 
IOUS STUDENT OF THE SUBJECT IS IN FAVOR OF JUAN DE FUCA, AND MOST OF THEM ARE SEA= 
FARING MEN WHO COULD SEE THROUGH AN IMPOSTOR VERY READILY IN MATTERS OF NAVIGATION, 


A LAST PROOF: CAPTAIN JAMES COOK, WHO SIGHTED AND NAMED CAPE FLATTERY==WHICH HE 
puaceo In 48° 15" NortH, 235° 31! East sy OBSERVATION=-HAS THE FOLLOWING TO SAY IN 
HIS JOURNAL: "IT 1S IN THIS VERY LATITUDE WHERE WE NOW WERE, THAT GEOGRAPHERS HAVE 
-PLACED THE PRETENDED STRAIT OF JUAN DE FucA, WE SAW NOTHING LIKE IT; NOR IS THERE, 
THE LEAST POSSIBILITY THAT EVER ANY SUCH THING ExISTED,"” IN ANY CASE, COOK STOOD OFF= 
SHORE AS NIGHT FELL, INTENDING TO EXAMINE THE AREA AGAIN THE FOLLOWING DAY, BUT IT. 
CAME ON TO BLOW AND RAIN, FORCING HIM TO SEEK A GREATER OFFING, AND HE DID NOT FALL 

IN WITH THE LAND AGAIN FOR ONE WEEK, WHEN HE HAD ATTAINED A LATITUDE OF 49° 29! NorTH, 
IF HE HAD DISCOVERED THE STRAIT TO BE THERE, HE CERTAINLY WOULD HAVE AGREED WITH THE 
GEOGRAPHERS AND THE STORY OF DE FUCA TOO, AND THE WORLD SUBSEQUENTLY WOULD HAVE .. 
FOLLOWED THIS COURSE ALSO, AS A RESULT WE HAVE CAPTAIN JAMES COOK, ONE OF THE woRLO!s 
GREATEST EXPLORERS AND NAVIGATORS, WHOSE OPINION CARRIE@® GREAT WEIGHT IN SUCH MATTERS, 
STATING THAT THERE WAS NO STRAIT, ANDO JUAN DE FUCA DECLARING THAT THERE WAS SUCH A 
PASSAGE, | APPEAL TO THE READER TO LOOK AT A MAPy OR, BETTER YETy GO HIMSELF AND 
VIEW THIS MAJESTIC BODY OF WATER TO DECIDE WHICH CF THESE TWO MARINERS IS CorRECcT! 

IN SUMMING UP THIS QUESTION, IT CAN CERTAINLY BE SAID THAT THE OPPONENTS CAN MARSHAL 
NOTHING BUT A FEW FLIMSY ARGUMENTS AGAINST HIM, WHEREAS HIS SUPPORTERS CAN OFFER MUCH 
EVIDENCE IN HIS FAVOR INCLUDING THAT MOST IMPORTANT THING, THE EXISTENCE OF THE STRAIT 
ITSELF AND SITUATED WHERE HE STATED IT TO BE, 
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FINAL NOTE ON THE ENTRANCE OF THE STRAITS OF JUAN DE FUCA 


THE REASON FOR MOST NAVIGATORS! =INCLUDING SO ABLE A MAN AS JAMES COOK—=FAILURE TO 
SEE THE ENTRANCE TO THE STRAITS OF JUAN DE FUCA 18 EASILY EXPLAINED BY THE FACT THAT 
THEY USUALLY APPROACHED FROM THE GOUTHWARD, FROM WHICH ASPECY THE WASHINGTON COAST= 
LINE APPEARS TO BLENO WITH THAT OF VANCOUVER ISLAND, FURTHERMORE, OBSCURATION BY 
FOGS, OR THE NECESSITY TO STAY WELL OFFSHORE OVE TO HEAVY WEATHER WOULD PREVENT ANY 
BUT REAL "Rock scRATCHERS" (SOLD EXPLORERS LIKE ROBERT GRAY, WHO MORE THAN ONCE WAS 
CASTIGATED FOR TAKING HIS SHIP TOO CLOSE INSHORE) FROM DISCOVERING SUCH AN ENTRANCE, 


Iv 18 LIKELY THAT ESTEVAN MARTINEZ, WHO WAS WITH PEREZ ON HI8 VOYAGE IN 1774 SAW THE 
ENTRANCE TO THE STRAIT—AS HE CLAIMED==BUT HE COULD NOT IMPRESS PEREZ ENOUGH TO IN~ 
VESTIGATE THE MATTER, IT $8 NOTEWORTHY THAT WHEN THIS OCCURRED, PEREZ WAS COASTING 
SOUTHEASTWARD, JUST AS BARKLEY WAS WHEN HE FIRST SAW THE ENTRANCE TO THE STRAIT, 
MAKING IT POSSIBLE TO LOOK DOWN "THe sLoT," 
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